CHAPTEK II

CITY PLANNING

CITY planning is the science of designing cities, or parts
of cities, so that they may, as Aristotle said, be places
* "where men live a common life for a noble end." It aims
to make cities more convenient, healthful, efficient, and
beautiful. There is no department of municipal adminis-
tration which city planning, in its broad and proper sense,
does not call into cooperation. It includes the arranging
of docks, terminals, railroad rights-of-way, and all the other
instrumentalities of commerce, as well as the laying out of
streets, the location of trolley routes, elevated structures,
subways, and all other agencies of intra-urban traffic. It
embraces the designing of the public water, sewerage, and
lighting systems, the grouping and architecture of public
buildings, the location of parks, playgrounds, and centres
of recreation, and, not least in point of importance, the regu-
lation of private building in such way that the health and
general welfare of the citizens may be best conserved. All
these things should be cared for in a proper city plan, and the
city's planning department ought consequently to be the
focussing point for every branch of municipal administration.
It is needless to add, however, that this proposition remains
an ideal and is altogether likely to continue so for some time
to come. It will be realized, if at all, by gradual stages.

HISTOHY  OF  CITY PLANNING

The idea of planning communities is not altogether new.
Even the cities of antiquity were to some extent constructed
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